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PUNCTUATION MARKS TO KNOW

PARENTHESES    ( )

~ contain information 
that clarifies or adds to 
a comment

SEMI-COLON      ;

~ used to connect two 
related ideas in one 
sentence

COLON           :

~ usually introduces a 
list of items

DASHES             ---

~ used to indicate 
emphasize, interruption 
or change of thought

ELLIPSES          …

~ used to indicate a 
pause in thinking or to 
show the omission of 
information

COMMA          ,

~ represents a pause
~ usually used to 
separate list of items



Grammar: Multiple Choice



Strategies for Answering Multiple Choice

❖ Read through all 4 choices
❖ Look back at the reading text. 

Use 
❖ Cross out incorrect answers
❖ Be sure to make a choice and 

flag an answer if you are unsure

What is the best meaning of the 
word “restored” as used in line 
18?

a) resold
b) repaired
c) replaced
d) reorganized



Context Clues for Vocabulary

Read the sentence/words before and after the word you are trying to define

While Montreal can be tough on illegal graffiti and tagging, the city has developed a relationship with 
graffiti artists, who are adamant that their genre is legitimate. “It's the same as a paintbrush, and we are 
showing our talent,” said the artist who only gave his name as Fluke.



The Formula for Short Answer Questions: 

Main Idea/Statement + 2 specific details

.

State a main idea of this selection and provide specific details from the selection that 
supports it.

_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________



ORGANIZATION OF INFORMATIONAL TEXTS

CHRONOLOGICAL

~ the order in which 
events occur in time

COMPARISON & 
CONTRAST

~ when you examine 
the similarities & 
differences between 
two things

CAUSE & EFFECT

~ looking at what 
caused an event to 
happen and then the 
consequences of 
that event

ORDER OF 
IMPORTANCE 

~ information 
organized with most 
important facts first 



OSSLT Overview:

7 multiple-Choice 6 multiple choice

5 multiple choice
1 open response/short answer                                                                                                                                   
(100 words)

5 multiple choice
8 multiple choice 
(editing skills)

1 open response 
   (500 words) 



What do the test questions look like?

The OSSLT consists of a total of 33 questions: 

● 31 multiple-choice questions (e.g., drag and drop, dropdown menu, checklist) 

● 2 open-response questions (100 words and the opinion writing is 500 words)

● Each session is designed to be completed in 60 minutes, and students complete each session in one 

sitting. 

● After the two test sessions, students will answer a  questionnaire (Session Q) 



What can students have access to during the assessment?

During the assessment, students can have access to the following:

○ Chromebook or laptop will be provided with specialized software
○ Wired headphones for listening to questions and readings
○ Pen or pencil and paper for rough work
○ Extra time
○ Speak with your SERT for accommodations, if you have an I.E.P.



The First Screen 



General Instructions



General Instructions



General Instructions



The Tool Bar is on the right-hand side of your screen.



The Tool Bar is on the right-hand side of your screen.

.



The Tool Bar is on the right-hand side of your screen.

.



The Tool Bar is on the right-hand side of your screen.

.



Flagging a Question



Open/Close Reading Passage



Track Your Progress
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OSSLT Tips

● Use your highlighter tool

● Cross-out the answers you know are incorrect

● Use the ENTIRE word space that is provided.

● The practice OSSLT test is online (eqao.com)

● Answer all questions - even if it is your best guess

● Use the paper and pencil provided or the electronic rough note page


